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3% is obligation by law; way too many kids are taking honors classes and cannot do the work and 
earn high grades.  Self selection doesn't work. 
Agree on decision 
Appreciate how many opportunities children have to test and to be placed into the program 
if/when they decide. 
As a hi-cap teacher I'm excited for this process - it's a long time coming and a great opportunity 
to take a closer look at our program and the students/families we serve. 
As a parent of 2 students that didn't go thru the highly capable program, choosing to stay in their 
elementary homeschools, and are both 4.0 students in high school it would be interesting to know 
how highly capable students and those that stayed compare at graduation (comparing those that 
took AP or Honors Classes). 
As a parent of two Hi Cap students, I know that other parents in the community talk about how 
our Hi Cap program is strong in elementary and then the bottom falls out in middle school.  
Parents are concerned that the 7th and 8th graders in honors classes are not adequately challenged 
and there is not a lot of differentiation of instruction going on.  I recommend that the committee 
work with the middle schools to provide a challenging curriculum for the Hi Cap students that 
spans the subject areas, not just math. 
As a parent who has tested both our kids for hicap private, I'm excited about the possibility that 
we look at children with these needs just as those with learning disabilities. We should provide a 
rigorous program that stretches students minds, provide opportunities to "fit in" to their needs. 
As a teacher in the HiCap program at Ridgecrest, I highly value the opportunity to work with my 
gen ed colleagues. We work hard to blend our students for various subjects so all populations 
benefit from each others learning styles and knowledge. 
Consider as part of research on best practices with highly capable students a percent of each week 
that hi-cap students could contribute to the learning of general education students at their school 
thus developing their social and leadership skills. This could be a part of project based learning 
and/or service learning projects that contribute to making the community/world a better place. 
Creating a team of people to look at the Highly Capable program more closely seems like a good 
idea before actual recommendations are made to change the program. I'm not very familiar with 
the HiCap program, but I anticipate that my daughter may be a candidate for the program so I'm 
eager to see what recommendations will come from the team. 
Curious what the questions were that didn't allow the committee to make a recommendation at 
this time. 
Did not hear about this. 
Doesn't affect my child currently, but will be interesting to see what changes (if any) will come to 
this program in the future. 
Doesn't sound like this was thoroughly researched.  Very interested in this year's Hi-Cap 
committee program findings. 
Further research should be analyzed. Due to the in depth studies, facilities should accommodate a 
separate science lab space/equipment, level of teachers expertise (especially, in 5th/6th grade 
math and science), and no more split level classes. 
Glad your taking a comprehensive look at this complex program. 
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Has there ever been a consideration to house all highly capable students (K-6) in one school?  
Having more Hi-cap students in one facility would allow for a greater cohort (more possibilities 
for mixing of students) and more opportunities for teachers to team. 
Having a child who was tested just this summer and will say that the program is great and even 
though she didn't quite test high enough we will be retesting this school year. For now please 
keep it the way it is. 
Highly capable data needs to be separate from the gen ed data--the SBAC results are skewed for 
MP and RC when comparing them to the other elementary schools who don't have a HC program. 
Highly capable programs have been sown to provide negligible benefits to a narrow range of 
students. Students should be tested annually, or the "highly capable" resources should be adopted 
across all grade levels and learning opportunities. 
Honors programs allow for a disproportionate population of highly skilled boys in Gen. Ed. 
classes. 
I agree that the highly capable program needs to be overhauled. I would love to see opportunities 
for students to stay in their home school and receive high capable resources without having to 
decide to leave their neighborhood school community. 
I am a hicap parent (2 students identified) and a teacher.  I have little confidence in how hicap 
students are integrated at the middle school level.  I have subbed for 6th grade hicap and have 
been disappointed with student performance, specifically in math. I feel ELL students are missed, 
student who are identified are often not cognitively advanced but rather have privileges that make 
them appear hicap within the context of their peer group.  Kindergarten testing is unwise.  I am 
pleased that the committee did not rush to a decision. 
I am hopeful that the committee will continue to look at what is best for our students who are 
highly capable, especially our K-6 students.  There is a huge need to really look at this program 
and how it best serves students. 
I am hopeful that the committee will take an in-depth look as to whether the highly capable 
programs should be self-contained or integrated. 
I attended the HiCap presentation but ultimately, I am not clear about the goals of HiCap. I am 
quite cautious of having my child grow up thinking that they are smarter than everyone else 
because that could ultimately work out to their disadvantage later in life. 
I believe the highly capable committee should have more diverse representation including 
stakeholders from the non high-Cap community including Special Education parents and 
teachers. A wider range of secondary schools also that can speak for the voices of the students 
that are not highly capable. For too many years in this District, the VERY vocal High-Cap 
parents have pushed agendas and programming into the conversations about what is best for 
students. The "average" student's voice gets lost. 
I believe there weren't any recommendations yet. As a parent of a hicap student I have some ideas 
and concerns. 
I couldn't help but notice that there was no mention of Shoreline Community College as a Highly 
Capable student's class options. We're very happy to serve your very capable (and all!) students :-
). 
I do not support the idea of K and 1st graders being identified as Highly Capable. I also do not 
agree that once tested into the program that they are then identified as highly capable for the rest 
of their school years.  I believe that this should be on an reevaluation program like special 
education students are. 
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I don't believe that self containing kids who can pass a test early in primary school is necessarily 
the best thing for kids or schools.  It seems to create a more restrictive environment for all 
learner. 
I don't feel confident in the outreach/engagement piece of staff who are invested in a highly 
capable capacity--families and staff all benefit from a strong program. How are we ensuring 
equity, both in the committee representation and its implementation? 
I don't have a lot of background in Hi-Cap, but had some experience at the middle school level 
with "advanced" students. I do think the name needs to be changed...as an outsider/new 
employee, the name insinuates that children not in the program aren't highly capable. Also, as a 
parent of a student in the district, I would be hesitant to send my child to a different school just 
for Hi-Cap, but I understand that there are probably logistical issues to having Hi-Cap classes 
available at all schools. 
I don't know enough about this program.  I would like to see more access to it.  It would be nice 
to be able to keep HC kids in their home schools with their friends, too.  Has there been any 
thought to putting the program in all elementary schools? 
I don't recall new information about the Highly Capable Program. 
I don't recall what it was, sorry 
I don't remember the recommendation about HiCap.  I remember hearing more about grade band 
and Early Learning. 
I favor keeping hi-cap kids with their general-ed peers, and would go a step further in saying I 
wish hi-cap kids could be served at their neighborhood schools. 
I feel like I spent the last year trying to change labels like "highly capable" instead of current 
issues.  I graduated in 96 and labeling someone "special" was the same as being racist; 
unacceptable by social peers. The children I see in elementary today have no problem 
appreciating geniuses especially math.  Reading differences are known but not realized by youth 
as impacting social and testing ability-nor can or should they.  Every generation needs a 
"breakfast club" without punishment being the stimuli. 
I feel that keeping high cap students within their community school is a stronger model for all 
students. 
I feel that there should be an in-depth examination of highly capable programs in general. 
Kindergarten seems very early to label some children as highly capable and others as not. And 
should that label be something they carry all through their public school lives without additional 
testing? 
I fully support the proposals! 
I have issue with testing. I identifies kids who test well and not those who actually are highly 
capable. This misses the point of identifying kids who need the program because it excludes those 
who don't fit into the idea of what highly capable is. 
I have less familiarity with this as my son is just starting K, so not much of an opinion on this yet. 
I have mixed and lukewarm feelings on the highly capable program and I am supportive of the 
recommendation to not doing anything until it has been studied further as outlined in the 
recommendations. 
I have mixed feelings about the highly capable program and feel very strongly that, in it's current 
model, is NOT best to meet the needs of most or all students. I do support a new committee to 
dive more deeply into the model. 
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I have two children in HiCap and feel like the current model is not great at the moment. I am 
eager to hear the recommendations that come out of this committee and am excited to see what 
direction the program goes. I actually would prefer to have my children served in their 
neighborhood school for HiCap with some amount of pull out per week. 
I have very mixed feelings about the hi cap program.  As a mother Olympiad coach, I feel 
frustrated that the program skims off our best math students and then teaches them a grade ahead 
and then they compete at the regular level.  My own kids, qualified, but I kept them at their home 
school.  In middle school and high school, they often to advanced, honors, and AP classes. 
I hope that a lot of thought is put into determining the future of the highly capable program.  I am 
concerned about equity, the impact on students not in the program who are at the schools that 
house the high cap programs, as well as the assumption that students are high capable in all areas. 
I hope the committee is strong and informed. 
I know this was not being considered - but I would like to see the High-Cap program offered at 
all the elementary schools, rather than only at Meridian Park & Ridgecrest. My child qualified 
but we did not want to change schools. There should be some way for children to participate in 
the High Cap program without changing to a school outside their neighborhood. 
I like that the district is forming a subcommittee to look at how our highly capable students are 
being served and to deeply analyze what will be best for them in the future. 
I look forward to hearing more on the new committee's recommendations. 
I strongly believe that we need to look at what hi-cap and honors programs do to the gen ed 
students that are "not smart enough" to be in those classes - and to the message that goes along 
with those placements. It also has a strong residual effect on the classrooms (management). 
I support the existence of a Highly Capable Program, but the current setup is problematic when 
students reach high school math classes. They are academically tracked throughout their 
education, then suddenly thrown into the same room together once they reach high school. Our 
Geometry and Algebra 2 classes have some of the widest ranges of skills and understanding that 
could ever exist in a group of students, and it's nearly impossible to address all learners' needs at 
the same time. Thanks. 
I think doing further research would be helpful, as well as training for parents and students in the 
program not to be so arrogant. 
I think Hicap kids should be kept in their home school...not sent to another school.  Keeping in 
their home school promotes better social aspects. 
I think it's insane to test Kindergartners for HC, but I am more of a believer that kids should be 
kids for longer not less long, which appears to be the push in education across the country. I think 
it's sad and disappointing. I feel fortunate that my children are older and this will not impact 
them. 
I think our current system (in particular the self select honors) is failing to serve our students 
well.  I am glad that a committee was formed to dive into this issue and I look forward to a 
change. 
I think we should explore how best to meet the needs of highly capable students and like the idea 
of a committee meeting to look into this further. 
I thought all the points made sense and were sensible move on the districts part to look into this 
issue more.  ( I think this is what I remembered ) 
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I thought this was still in review with committee? 
I trust the people in charge and their recommendations! 
I would like to see an opportunity for input from staff regarding the honors programs at middle 
school. 
I would like to see highly capable programs at each individual school. I feel this would increase 
accessibility for students and also ease the burden on families with multiple children. 
I would like to see highly capable students served at their home schools. 
I would like to see the district do a survey of parents, teachers, administrators and students to 
really get baseline data set of how our community feels about the current program. Creating 
another committee is a good start but I feel a larger poll of a variety of people is critical for the 
district to truly assess the needs of our district. Thank you! 
I would like to see the other programs developed for kids don't quite meet the levels of high cap 
but are far above the average students. Shoreline does not do a great job for those kids in helping 
them to excel. 
I would love to see the district pursue bringing in IB as the high cap program for K-12. As 
someone who received an IB diploma I can personally say how much more valuable it is than AP. 
It not only is more highly valued by colleges, but it also helps produce higher functioning 
individuals. It astounds me how many former IB students I run into at Amazon and Microsoft. IB 
just helps to teach more analytical thinking methods 
I would love to see the highly capable students back at their home schools to have their needs 
met. 
I'm excited to see what the committee looks at and decides for these students. 
I'm glad that time is being taken with this and I am eager to learn what best practices are, 
currently. I hope we can do away with the name "Highly Capable," which is problematic on many 
levels 
I'm glad this is being looked at, but as a parent with a student who qualified for the High Cap 
Program, but who chose to stay at our home school, I'm frustrated that there are no resources or 
services for these students. 
I'm glad we're having another committee really dig into this work. 
I'm supportive of having other criteria to be used for admission now that it is starting in 
Kindergarten.  I would like to see testing happening prior to Kindergarten.  It is very boring for a 
child that has had 2 years of preschool.  It is very easy for kids to learn to be lazy at school when 
they are not challenged continually. 
I'm unclear what the recommendation was for the highly capable problem.  However, I believe 
that high cap kids should remain at their home school but be offered maybe one day a week 
extension.  This is what I believe for them socially and emotionally. When students remain with 
the same small cohort from K-6, there lacks diversity and maturity.  Kids develop odd learned 
behaviors since there is a lack of mature modeling. 
Identifying a committee to further study this makes sense. 
If it is a larger topic to consider, time should be taken to make the correct recommendation(s) 
If they look at the inequity that open enrollment actually creates at the HS level. Gender and Race 
breakdowns of students should be enough to consider a reshaping of that. 
Interested in the HiCap program would then end @ 5th grade verses 6th grade. 
Investigation of current services is always good. 
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it depends on whether the program keeps the kids with peers or separates them. also will kids 
who qualify be allowed into the program mid-year?? 
It is a work in progress. 
It seemed as though the hicap would remain fairly unchanged. 
IT seemed that was uncertain to me-that people were still trying to study that issue? 
It sounds like you made a good decision to gather more information before making any 
recommendations. 
It would be great for the highly capable program to move away from being in a self-contained 
setting. More support and consideration should be given to the social/emotional impact students 
experience when they have to move schools to access a program with education that meets their 
needs. 
It would be great if this committee would consider the best ways to provide support and 
reassurance to the growing number of parents who have a child who say "missed the test by one 
point" that regular classroom teachers. Can or should the district consider additional training for 
non-HiCap teachers to learn new ways to keep these highly capable kids engaged in their 
classroom? And does this rest with this committee or if not, where will these considerations be 
deliberated because I've had a number of parents approach me about this and want the district to 
not be caught off guard since this is "soft data". 
It would be great if this committee would consider the best ways to provide support and 
reassurance to the growing number of parents who have a child who say "missed the test by one 
point" that regular classroom teachers. Can or should the district consider additional training for 
non-HiCap teachers to learn new ways to keep these highly capable kids engaged in their 
classroom? And does this rest with this committee or if not, where will these considerations be 
deliberated because I've had a number of parents approach me about this and want the district to 
not be caught off guard since this is "soft data". 
Keep them hungry for knowledge!  I don't encounter these children often, but we need to know 
they exist and we need to do our best to challenge them. 
Look forward to learning more... 
Looking forward to hearing about what the committee determines. 
More discussion needed. 
More research needed. 
More time to look at this makes sense to me.  Teachers seem to already be talking as if highly 
capable students will be served just within the regular classrooms - though I didn't make that leap 
from the presentation - so not sure if I missed something or if rumors are already flying. 
My only concern is please  do not consider having the Hicap program separated from the Gen Ed 
classes.  My daughter was in HiCap at RC and she really liked being part of the Gen Ed kids.  
She feels its a big mistake separating HiCap and Gen Ed. Thanks. 
Need details and specific recommendations on high cap 
Need to be able to address the HC kids who don't attend the school. 
Need to look at the impact of high cap on equity (is the demographics of high cap representative 
of the diversity in the district?)  Look at Seattle's Honors For All model. 
Need to look at the research more as recommended in the presentation. 
No choice yet.  Can't wait to hear what you come up with. 
Not applicable to our family. Only affects us as Meridian Park is our neighborhood school. 
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Not sure of exact recommendations here.  Thought you were going to continue to work on it.  I 
will say that the program seems very fragmented in our building.  There seems to be a lack of 
vision and each of the teachers are doing their "own thing."  I don't support that for a program 
that receives extra funding from the district.  It seems that if the program is really supporting a 
"special needs" community, there should be a clear plan on how to do so.  Otherwise, it feels like 
a license to disregard district supported curriculum and expectations. 
Nothing reported as still working on this. 
One thing that has bothered me about the High Cap program since my kids entered it (one is now 
in 3rd grade, one in 5th) is that there is no tracking of results.  Does the program get them into 
better colleges, does it get them better grades in middle and high school.  You can't improve a 
program if you don't have some measure of success and I don't see that in the High Cap program 
right now.  It is especially true for those who stay at their home school.  They should have the 
same 'advantage as those who go to the magnet schools but I know you have no evidence either 
way because I have asked.  You need to measure something if you expect to improve or change a 
program. 
Please do not move all highly capable into one school.  They need to be with students of all 
abilities and need to be at a school on the same side of the district where they will go to 
middle/high school. 
Self selection into honors classes in Middle school create classes where IEP and ELL students are 
in classes with more learning disruptions. 
Sounds like it does need more review 
Supportive of having it evaluated Concerned that it labels and makes kids not feel capable if they 
don’t test in. Do students not in highly capable have access to AP classes? Perhaps different 
acronym/label 
The original recommendation from the IPPC in the spring was to "explore research and best 
practices for the Highly Capable program."  However, I understand that the fall committee's 
charge in response to this seems to be very narrow.  There are many other components that 
should be addressed when considering an effective gifted ed program.   When will the curriculum 
be reviewed?  When will the current "research and best practices" in gifted education be 
discussed and reviewed?  What about continuous professional development and training for all 
teachers who work with Highly Capable students?  What about additional structure at the middle 
schools and high schools for these students?  Will the district receive more funding support if 
services are to be expanded?  If so, from whom?  Please provide additional details for the parent 
community regarding these areas, and a general timeline of additional work to come.  Thank you. 
The program is in dire need of review! Lots of issues - equity, teacher hiring/training, split 
classes, budget for HiCap resources and professional development. 
The self-selection in honors classes in middle school has led to a very disproportionate 
distribution of students of color and lower SES into standard classes while honors classes are 
predominantly white or Asian and higher SES.  The criteria for self-selection aren't grounded in 
presentation of any evidence or recommendation from teaching staff.  The only criteria from the 
origination of honors classes at middle school was for students to score at the 78% or higher on 
the ITBS, a measure of student progress we haven't used in over a decade. For science, English 
and social studies, the standards and curriculum are the same with no firm guidance in how staff 
are to design instruction for highly capable learners without leaving behind those above average 
kids who have also signed up for the same course but are not performing at the same level. 
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There doesn't seem to be a plan at this point, except to make a committee to make a plan. I teach 
highly capable. My biggest issue is lack of curriculum that meets the needs of my students. Our 
students' gifts and talents often not considered when the district makes adoptions. Teachers are 
forced to scramble, and pay for supplemental curriculum. If we are going to encourage families to 
attend our highly-capable schools and leave their home schools with the promise of advanced 
curriculum and challenging experiences, we should probably provide them with actual advanced 
curriculum and challenging experiences. Of course, as a teacher I am capable of meeting the 
needs of my students but it comes at a great personal expense to me (financial, loss of time) and I 
know the quality of my students' experiences are not consistent through their elementary years. 
There is a major equity issue for highly capable in that testing is in kindergarten. Students 
without college educated, English speaking family are at a real disadvantage in testing into the 
program. There is also a problem with accelerating the curriculum vs. enriching the curriculum. 
This is based on my experience with a daughter who went through the highly capable program. 
She was the only Latina in the program, there were no African American students, and few of the 
students from single parent or low income households. 
There should be opportunities for children who do not test into Hi-cap, but have high test scores. 
My son is a 3rd grader and has tested as reading at the 6th grade level. He is bored with reading, 
writing, and vocab assignments at his grade level. We should provide teachers with the capacity 
to provide more challenging work to those who would benefit. 
There was much more thoughtful background provided for the other 2 items. This was not really 
covered so I didn't have enough info to come to my own conclusions. 
There was no recommendation.  I am interested in learning more about the highly capable 
committee and the work they are doing. 
There wasn't any recommendation during the presentation. I feel that we need to hear about the 
changes for HiCAP in conjunction with the IPPC recommendations as I think it would change the 
model slightly. After hearing a talk at the shoreline center about Highly Capable students, the k-5 
6-8, model I would hope that they recommend pushing for HICAP class at least through 8th 
grade. 
This is a complicated issue; it needs more time and consideration as we seek to attend to student 
needs while also not creating/supporting a system of "tracking" some kids toward better outcomes 
than others. 
This is an area where I have been frustrated by the lack of speed and flexibility of the program. 
My 8th grader was in the HiCap program. My 4th grader did not meet the qualifying criteria. If 
she had tested in kindergarten, I think her results would have been different, but testing did not 
begin that early for her class. I suppose the recommendation for further study is the right one, 
because I do not have an answer to how to better serve a wider range of students. I would like to 
see a faster way to accommodate more students, though, particularly to enable students outside 
the HiCap program to accelerate math. 
This issue needs a lot of research in order to improve the program. 
This program has always felt very 'cliche' and goes against my beliefs as a parent/teacher. 
Those involved in the highly capable program know best how to best serve and recommending 
that a committee be formed for further study is appropriate. 
two of our three children qualified for the earlier form of highly capable programs (late 80's early 
90's) and it helped launch them into college admission, their majors and indeed into highly 
successful careers. 
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Unclear if any changes were actually recommended. 
Unclear on what the recommendation is- didn't you say you were exploring it further? 
want to hear updates about the committee conversations later on. 
We are waiting for the HiCap committee recommendations... so the IPPC didn't seem to have any 
recommendation 
We love the HiCap program, in which our older daughter participates. I'm concerned that she 
(and potentially her younger sister, if she qualifies for the program), and of course all the other 
HiCap students will have their program cut short by a year as the 6th grade gets moved to middle 
school. 
we need a plan 
We need more time and more information.  I appreciate the committee's realization that more 
information needs to be gathered.  We want to make the right decision for our highly capable 
learners. 
We need this time to work together. 
We need to readdress self select. 
We tried twice before getting in. Worth the effort. My son was very, very pleased with the MP 
Hi-cap experience. 
What efforts are being made to support Hi-Cap students who choose to enroll at CK8 (or their 
neighborhood school) instead of the formal Hi-Cap program? 
What I understand is that this is on hold right now. 
Would love the committee to explore an option for students who do not do compression math in 
middle school, how they can accelerate when they have matured and feel more ready? 
Would love to hear more details but appreciate the thought that's already being put in to challenge 
the youth academically. 
Yes, take your time! 
Yes!  Let's study best practices/research, what we are actually doing to serve this special 
population, AND what other similar and surrounding districts are doing!! Perhaps this exclusive, 
high status model is not serving the highly capable students or the gen. ed. populations at their 
home schools.  I'll be curious to see what this committee finds out! 
You didn't make a decision yet, so I have nothing to say. 
Your High Cap program teachers are not trained specifically for teaching these classes. This 
makes absolutely no sense. When teachers are leaving their classrooms to have their high cap 
students figure out the problem, to then go back into class and teach others, there is something 
wrong. These students need to be engaged, challenged, and cared for as any other student. 
Teachers need to be trained to teach them and make the best use of their time. 
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I’m	  so	  glad	  you	  have	  a	  committee	  that	  is	  studying	  this	  right	  now.	  Can	  you	  give	  
Michael	  Power	  the	  resources	  to	  devote	  more	  time	  to	  HiCap.	  Will	  you	  consider	  
having	  a	  HiCap	  homeroom	  (or	  some	  class	  just	  for	  HiCap	  kids)	  in	  Junior	  High	  
and	  High	  School?	  It	  seems	  like	  the	  program	  drops	  off	  in	  Junior	  High.	  Can	  you	  
provide	  more	  training	  for	  the	  HiCap	  teachers?	  There	  seems	  to	  be	  no	  financial	  
support	  within	  the	  district	  for	  HiCap.	  Why	  is	  this?	  Can	  some	  funds	  be	  devoted	  
to	  this	  group?	  
	  	  

 


